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A TVTTT TCTITVnrNTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A charger comprising: 

a housing including on an outside surface thereof a connecting portion to which a battery 
pack is attached by a slide of the battery pack in a predetermined direction on the connecting 
portion; 

a plurality of terminals provided in the connecting portion fox establishing electrical 
connection with the battery pack upon attachment of the battery pack to the connecting portion; 
urging means ;-aft4 

protective means provided on the connecting portion and capable of linear movement in 
the predetermined direction wherein under normal operating conditions, the protective means is 
urged by the urging means to a covering position in which the protective means covers the 
terminals, and when the battery pack is attached to the connecting portion, the protective means 
is adapted so as to be abutted and moved by the battery pack to a withdrawn position in which 

the terminals are exposed;. 

„ tgnnjaaj blagk <™ which th e terminals are ered ed and oriented in the predetermined 
direction wherein tb» pmfnrive means is ft slide cover indudiw a fop pla1* and a pair of side 
r w a th,t ^tend ortho r^llv Howards from side edfies of t he top plate and are onePted in 
th» nredetermined diction, the too P w We located directly over the terminals apd the si de, 
plates flanking terminals w h «n no hatterv pack is attached to the charger ; and 

fnr l ^tir.y the mo v ement of the slide cover, the means for M™'*™* the movement 
j v .1,,din< , „ through-hol* which is p rovided in the outside surface of the homing bcjow the sli de 
rwer and e1nnea*~< in the ^redet e rmined direction, the means for limiting thg mqvement farther . 
wWinp ? stotrer pr ^n p *™ an nndftr «nirf*ce of thf top plate \n\9 th<? *l™ff*te4 ftroush- 
hgla such that the i^wttment of th * slide cover with tesnect to the homin? is limited to the 
movement of the stopper w ithin the elongated through-hole.. 

2. (Canceled) 

I 3 . (Currently Amended) A charger in accordance with claim 1?, wherein the urging means 
' includes at least one coil spring interposed between the slide cover and a portion of the housing 
below the slide cover for urging the slide cover in the predetermined direction to the covering 
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position. 



4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A charger in accordance with claim 14-further comprising means 
for slidably attaching the stopper to the housing so as to allow the slide cover to slide with 
respect to the housing without being detached from the housing. 

6. (Original) A charger in accordance with claim 5, wherein the means for slidably attaching 
the stopper includes a screw which is upwardly tightened into the stopper through the elongated 
through-hole and a washer penetrated by the screw on the elongated through-hole. 

7. (Currently Amended) A sharper comprising 

a hflHsipg mchidiDB on an o jiigide jjurfe thereof a connecting portion to which a battery 
Bed; jg cached K y > slide pj the batteg pari to » Merietermined direction Qjy ihS confirm 
portion: 

a plurality of terminals pj p vided, in the connecting portion for wffiplismnR electrical 
connestiaa with the *»«™ ™ck u non jfcUjshjnent of the battery pack to fljg connecting porftm; 
urging means: 

protect,™ m RB na nravid H «n the connecting portion and twAfc "Hi"*™ movement in 
feg nredetermin p H Hi^inn wherein under normal operating conditions , ftS protective means is 
u r ggd hv the jfla ia g ™"»™ tS a covering position ip which the protective means covers the 
tegninaja and wK .» the, hatterv pack is attached to the gjansctiiig portion, feg protective mgaaa 
ig adapted so as tn he abutted a r -H mnved hv the battery pack to a withdrawn position in which 
the terminals are exposed: / , ohumo* in aeeetdwee v , ith olnim 1 fmtlior owmpriTl n g 

means for limiting the movement of the protective means, the means for limiting the 
movement including a through-hole which is provided in the outside surface of the housing 
below the protective means and elongated in the predetermined direction, the means for limiting 
the movement further including a stopper protruding from an under surface of the protective 
means into the elongated through-hole, such that the movement of the protective means with 
respect to the housing is limited to the movement of the stopper within the elongated through- 



hole. 
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8. (Original) A charger in accordance with claim 7 further comprising means for slidably 
attaching the stopper to the housing so as to allow the protective means to slide with respect to 
the housing without being detached from the housing. 

9. (Original) A charger in accordance with claim 8, wherein the means for slidably attaching 
includes a screw which is upwardly tightened into the stopper through the elongated through- 
hole and a washer penetrated by the screw on the elongated through-hole. 

10. (Currently Amended) A charger in accordance with claim 24- further comprising guide 
means provided in the connecting portion for facilitating a slide of the battery pack to bring the 
pack into attachment to the connecting portion. 

11. (Original) A charger in accordance with claim 10, wherein the guide means includes a 
pair of guide rails extending in parallel with the predetennined direction, wherein the guide rails 
are adapted to receive the battery pack therebetween during attachment of the battery pack to the 
charger, 

12. (Original) A charger in accordance with claim 11, wherein the terminals are located 
between the guide rails. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (New) A charger in accordance with claim 1 further comprising guide means provided in 
the connecting portion for facilitating a slide of the battery pack to bring the pack into 
attachment to the connecting portion. 

15. (New) A charger in accordance with claim 14, wherein the guide means includes a pair of 
guide rails extending in parallel with the predetermined direction, wherein the guide rails are 
adapted to receive the battery pack therebetween during attachment of the battery pack to the 
charger. 
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16. (New) A charger in accordance with claim 15, wherein the terminals are located between 
the guide rails. 
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